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Ray of Hope is a proud new partner of
Community Shares of Colorado in work-
place giving campaigns. Community
Shares is a nonprofit federation that raises
funds for 110 Colorado charities through
150 workplaces, reaching 200,000 current
and potential donors each year. Giving to
Ray of Hope via paycheck contributions is a
convenient option that allows incremental
gifts to add up over the course of a year.
Many workplaces also offer matching con-
tributions, which can double or triple your
donation!

Community Shares’ average gift through
payroll contribution is less than $1/day, but
adds up to over $1.5 million in charitable
donations each year. Help us start strong in
our first year as a member of Community
Shares by designating Ray of Hope Cancer
Foundation as recipient of your workplace
giving campaign. If you don’t have an
employee giving campaign, let your HR or
contact know you want to support Ray of
Hope through Community Shares. For
questions about opening a campaign or
giving through Community Shares contact
Erin Atwell, Director of Community Giving,
at erin@cshares.org or (303) 861-7507, or
visit cshares.org for more information. 

Make an online gift at www.rayofhopecolorado.org/donate
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u Workplace Giving: 
A Great Way to Support 
Coloradans with Cancer

The following transcript is taken from videotaped footage
of Jo Sanders, an October 2014 grant recipient who was
referred to Ray of Hope by Rocky Mountain Cancer
Centers. Jo has generously granted us permission to
share her story, illustrating the importance of providing
our grantees with the dignity of paying their own bills,
rather than Ray of Hope paying a bill for them. We were
honored and inspired by what she shared:

“My name is Jo Sanders. I am a retiree. I retired from 25 years at the phone com-
pany and shortly after I was diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis -- full disability, it
was in all my joints. I thought ‘well, I can handle it, I’m tough’ -- I raised all my kids
and everything. And then came the cancer diagnosis last June – I was in stage IV
and it’s a rare cancer. I had been in a lot of denial and I hadn’t gotten to the doc-
tor. I thought “I’m sick enough.” But I knew something was wrong, and when I did
go they said it was good I came in when I did, because I was so sick. I had sever-
al surgeries and three sessions of chemo. And you know, it’s a bad feeling when
you get into treatment and you’re sick, and you can’t pay. So the social worker
told me about Ray of Hope and I filled out the application. I thought ‘I sure hope
I get this, because this is going to be bad.’ Because when you go in and they ask
you, “Are you going to pay on your bill?” it’s embarrassing, with people in the
office around you. So when that grant came through -- you just don’t know how
it feels. I was used to being self-sufficient, and to be in that position – well, I
thought to myself ‘maybe it would be better if you would just die, than to be sit-
ting up here begging and you’re sick and you can’t afford your care.’ So when I
cashed that check and they put it toward my bill, I was so proud and I felt imme-
diately like ‘I can do this!’ Because, I hadn’t even been able to afford food. And it
was humiliating, and I was like ‘why try?’ But when that check came though I could
hold my head up at the receptionist’s desk when I went in, and it gave me an
incentive to keep on going. And fortunately I did very well in the chemo and the
surgery to remove the tumor, and it hadn’t spread. I was so blessed. It’s all gone
now. I just have some follow-ups and there was still a little money left from my
grant to pay my copays. If it wasn’t for your foundation, for the help I got, I feel like
I would have given up. Don’t ever stop what you’re doing. Just keep on – there
are people out there who want to hold on – they want to keep on going and you
make that possible.”

You can view Jo’s interview in the Hope & Love Project video 
on our website: rayofhopecolorado.org/hopeandlove

u Grantee Feature





Do you have a vehicle you
no longer want or need?
Consider donating it to
Cars for Charity and desig-
nate Ray of Hope as the
beneficiary. It's easier than

fixing or advertising and selling your vehicle, and you
receive a receipt for your tax-deductible gift! 

Through Cars for Charity 100% of the net proceeds
will go to Ray of Hope; they do not take a percentage
of the profit. They provide free towing and title serv-
ices, and accept automobiles, trucks, motorcycles,
boats and recreational vehicles, running or not. Save
yourself the hassle of dealing with an unwanted vehi-
cle while providing emergency funds for Colorado
cancer patients in need. Visit carsforcharity.net or call
720-387-5124 to learn more about this easy and
meaningful way to donate. 
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u EP Album Release for Colorado
Cancer Patients

The Hope & Love Project Benefits 
Ray of Hope Cancer Foundation

In March 2014, Patrick approached
Ray of Hope with his proposal to pro-
duce a song he had written in mem-
ory of his father, Doug Wheatlake, as
a fundraiser and theme song. He lost
his father in 2009 to bone marrow
cancer after a 7-year illness. While his
family was blessed with the financial
stability to pay the huge medical bills

while keeping a roof over their heads and
food on their plates, he understood that
many families dealing with cancer are not as
fortunate. In 2011, as a sophomore at Regis
University, Patrick was inspired to begin writ-
ing Hope to give those facing cancer a pos-
itive theme song they can relate to, as well as
assist those in need with extra financial sup-
port while they navigate the challenges of
treatment.

On April 18th Patrick Wheatlake, age 23, released two of his original
songs, Hope and Love, as an EP album benefitting Ray of Hope Cancer
Foundation. Patrick has produced the album in collaboration with sev-
eral accomplished local musicians and producers. Singer Christina
Marie and rapper Rashawn Richards, also Regis alumnae, performed
the vocals, and the musicians on the project are Conradt Fredell (piano),
Ronnie Nelson (bass/electronic drums/percussion/synth/producer),
Mark Kline (drums), and Kyle Jones (sound engineer/keyboard). Hope
is a lyrical, inspirational song and Love is a passionate rap re-mix of
“Hope.” 

In Patrick’s words, “Recording my own songs was an unreal experience
for me. Not only was I surrounded by musical geniuses that taught,
shared and performed the art of music with me, but also I was working
on a beautiful project that puts an image of my dad smiling in my mind
every time I hear it. The beautiful thing about our songs is that even
though they were written for a cancer charity, they can bring anyone
who listens a sense of their own peace with the difficulties they face in
life every day.”

We are honored that Patrick chose Ray of Hope to be the beneficiary of
this project in memory of his father, and we’re thrilled to have a new
theme song! The songs are a beautiful tribute not only to his father, but
to anyone struggling with life’s obstacles. We are so impressed with this
young philanthropist, and know you’ll be impressed with his music. 

The Hope & Love EP Album can be sampled and downloaded 
on Amazon, ITunes and CDBaby for $2.99, with $2.00 coming
directly to Ray of Hope.  Visit our website for links: 
rayofhopecolorado.org/hopeandlove 
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u Skip the Hassle & 
Donate Your Vehicle

We are thrilled to report that our first year as a Charity Partner
with the Colfax Marathon was a huge success! 70 runners
signed up to run for Ray of Hope, making us one of the very
few from almost 200 charity partners with over 50 runners.
The Colfax Marathon ran through the Bronco’s home stadi-
um, along 7 miles of rivers, lakes and bridges, and down
America’s most famous main street. The Half Marathon took
runners one mile through Denver Zoo – a fun element in a big
accomplishment.

We had one outstanding marathoner, 11 half-marathon run-
ners, and 3 ten-milers taking on the individual challenge of
running the course. In addition we had 11 enthusiastic
marathon relay teams representing the University of
Colorado Cancer Center, University of Colorado School of
Medicine and George K. Baum & Co with team names such
as RIOT (Running Is Our Therapy), Cancer Stinks, and Women
for Willa. Several teams and individuals ran as part of Willa’s
Wheels, honoring Willa’s memory by raising funds for families
in need of help. In total, runners with Ray of Hope raised
over $10,000! That incredible accomplishment translates
into emergency funds for over 20 individuals and families
in urgent need of assistance.

In addition to participation and fundraising exceeding our
expectations, Ray of Hope won a Best Tent award in the
Charity Partners Village! Thanks to the creativity and skill of
our own Erica Schafer, our tent was a beaming beacon of
color and fun. We had the pleasure of sharing our story with
lots of people unfamiliar with Ray of Hope, and raffled off
prizes for a massage, comedy tickets, and ice cream. We also
heard our Ray of Hope shirts were a big hit on the race
course, with many on our team being asked more about Ray
and the organization while they ran. As you can see from the
photos, the bright shirts really stood out and gave us wonder-
ful visibility on race day. 

We are already excited about participating in the Colfax
Marathon in 2016, and look forward to building on our suc-
cess from this year. We’ll be reaching out later this year to
start pulling together runners and relay teams, and hope to
have a few group training runs leading up to the marathon so
team members can meet. So if you’re a runner or walker
(there’s a 5k!), keep us in mind for the 2016 Colfax Marathon!

u Running for Ray is Rewarding and Remunerative!

Erica displays our Best Tent award!

Marathoner Othman Doubiany

University of Colorado Cancer Center’s RIOT
marathon relay team

Kelly and Matt Ground run
the half marathon

Board member Liz Kessler 
celebrates with her daughter
and  Lindsey Davis 

Board member Kari Osborne shows off our 
eye-catching shirts

Half marathoner Laura Melton

Kirsten and William Jensen

Team Celebration!



“I am embarrassed to ask for help. I am doing the best I can on
my own, and get some help from my children. They do what they
can to keep me going. I am behind in most of my bills and try to
work with the companies. So far they have been okay, but now it
is getting worse. I have to juggle the money to stay afloat.”

“Our patient was homeless and living out of his car. When the
weather turned cold and he began feeling ill, he was staying in a
homeless shelter. He is homeless and needs financial assistance
for gas, food, and general living expenses. He hopes to stay with
a family member after discharging from the hospital.”

“Our patient has been unable to work since beginning his cancer
treatment. He has applied for disability through his employer, but
has not heard whether it has been approved. There are 4 chil-
dren at home. His wife does not work and cares for their 11-year-
old daughter who has special needs. Two of their kids (ages 20 &
22) work and combined bring in about $1,300 a month. Any help
with expenses would greatly help this family until he can received
disability benefits.”

The Need

“I used the grant for housing, gas, and moving expenses. I
would have been homeless if the assistance had not
arrived when it did. It truly changed my life. I am now in a
retirement community where they are caring for me during
my treatment. Thank you!”

“My husband is still going through treatment and we are
dealing as best we can. Your help put a light at the end of
the tunnel and warmed our hearts. Financial struggles are
a part of the disease. We used it to pay the rent. Thank you
again for your kindness.”

“I would like to thank all those involved in the Ray of Hope
Cancer Foundation. The money you provided has helped
us with a variety of things -- bills, food and gas money to
get me to my cancer treatments. This is my second time
around with cancer. This time I made trips to hospital by air
ambulance and had surgery and treatment. It’s nice to
know that my husband and I had less to worry about when
this donation arrived.”

The Relief
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We are grateful to our applicants who have given us permission to use their stories.

Willa’s Wheels season is in full swing!
Riders and runners signed on for many
events, from 5K walks to triathlons to
marathons to 100 mile endurance moun-
tain bike races. Recent events saw a num-
ber of Willa’s Wheels’ relay teams at the
Colfax marathon relay.  The Iron Horse in
Durango delivered cool riding conditions
as well as a hail storm and saw Team
Tandem Tocce-Trosterman tote 1-year old
Murray to Cascade Village, behind 58-year
old Ned Overend who sprinted to 3rd
amongst the pros!  The Gunnison Growler
was also a highlight in early season moun-
tain bike races with challenging, fun single
track terrain. A number of riders will join us
at the Copper Triangle (80 mile road race
climbing 5700 feet) and Firecracker 50.
And, a team of Willa’s Wheels’ riders will
take on the Haute Route, an amateur 7-day
road bike race that climbs over 60,000 feet
through the European Alps in late August
2015 (www.hauteroute.org). 

It’s not too late to make your miles matter in
2014! Whether you want to ride competi-
tively or simply ride your bike to work once
a week, Willa’s Wheels gives you a platform
to support Coloradans with cancer as you
make the most of the warm weather. Join
the team at www.willaswheels.org to get
set-up with a jersey or running shirt, create
a fundraising page, and turn a summer or
fall event into much needed financial assis-
tance for those fighting cancer. All money
raised goes to Ray of Hope Cancer
Foundation. 

Max at Bailey Hundo

� Team Willa’s Wheels 
Do you own a small business or know someone who does? Ray of Hope
is seeking small business community partners to help their neighbors
with cancer. Our new small business partnership program, Make Small
Mighty, is based in the simple concept that helping others brings out
our best selves. Committing to Make Small Mighty reflects a business’
values in the public, demonstrating generosity and encouraging others
to do the same. 

Becoming a small business partner is easy and totally customizable; the
business owner choose the method that makes the most sense for their
business. The first step is to set a goal: whether it be to support one
Coloradan with cancer in need ($500), five Coloradans ($2,500) or any-
where in between. Businesses may consider these options:

� Dedicate 10% of all earning for one month, one week, or 
one day (depending on volume) to be given to Ray of 
Hope. 

� Choose a specific product or service for which a 
percentage of earnings will be given to Ray of Hope for 
a set period of time. 

� Offer to match donations customers choose to make at 
check-out, encouraging them to participate in 
supporting Ray of Hope.

� Give a tax-deductible contribution directly from the 
business to Ray of Hope, and chose a week or month to
promote the partnership to customers. 

It would be our great pleasure to promote members of Make Small
Mighty to our network to let them know which small businesses support
Coloradans with cancer. Working together, a small nonprofit and a small
business can make a big impact on the lives of people with cancer.
Please contact Lydia McCoy, Executive Director, at lmccoy@rayofhope-
colorado.org or (720) 238-5401 to get the ball rolling. 

� Make Small Mighty!

Ray of Hope Cancer Foundation
was presented with a generous
grant award from Susan G. Komen
Colorado at their Hope for a Cure
event this April. The funds will go
to support emergency financial
assistance for breast cancer
patients in Komen Colorado’s 22-
county service area.  Ray of Hope Cancer Foundation enthusiastically
supports Komen Colorado’s mission to save lives and end breast cancer
forever by empowering people, ensuring quality care for all and ener-
gizing science to find the cures. We look forward to partnering with
Komen Colorado and the many Komen Coalition members to provide
urgently needed support for Coloradans with breast cancer. 
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